
PPC Meeting Minutes for April 23, 2020 

Attendees:  

Fr. Roman, Fr. Marcel, Denise Hackett, Kellyann Allio, Steven Boyd, James Moore, John Valentine, Dan 

Freeman, Michael Welsh, Barbara Marquez, Joseph Ames, Andrea Boyd, Michelle Grotemeyer, Tom 

Jones and Michele Wong. 

Welcome and Opening Prayer:  

Fr. Roman discussed this Sunday’s scripture and gave an opening prayer.  PPC members reflected on the 

passage. 

Parish Update:   

COVID-19 update: 

• Connecting with parishioners:   

o Parishioners age 65 and older have been reached out to by parish staff via phone and all 

parishioners will have been contacted by the end of April. 

o The parish database is being cleaned up to determine parishioners who are still active 

(active means, contributing with their time, talent and/or treasure in some way at the 

parish) with Divine Savior and those who may have moved away or attend another 

parish. 

o The weekly mass bulletin is going out via email. 

o The website is being updated to provide access to livestreamed Masses, talks by Fr. 

Roman. Fr. Marcel and the diocese and community Resources for parishioners 

(especially any additional resources available during COVID-19). 

o Volunteers to reach out to parishioners who asked forfollow up phone calls (other than 

Divine Savior staff) are welcome and encouraged.  Contact Caroline Easton. 

 

• Live stream masses: Daily masses are reaching viewership of up to 200 - 300 on Sundays and up 

to 100 at daily Mass via Divine Savior YouTube and Facebook.  The parish has been receiving 

positive feedback about the live stream masses.  Live stream masses initially started using a 

smart phone, which didn’t work well.  Since then our tech company came in and configured the 

cameras (that we already owned) to catch the sound, and also stream Live on YouTube as well 

as Facebook.  That has been working well for the last two weekends. 

 

• Finances: 

o Paycheck Protection Program (PPP): Divine Savior applied for the PPP loan through the 

Sacramento diocese along with many other parishes in the diocese.  Our application was 

not completed in time to be included in the first round of PPP funds that was 

distributed.  As the application is complete and more funded has been authorized 

through Congress, Divine Savior may be included in the second round of funds 

distribution when it becomes available.  Some Divine Savior employees are using the 

two-week COVID-19 sick leave. 



o Parish contributions: Online donations have increased sinc ethe stay at home order was 

put in place.  Some parishioners are dropping donations by the office.  Fr. Roman 

mentioned that the parish is in approximately the same financial position as compared 

to this time last year, mostly due to a large Easter donation.  He would like to have a 

meeting with the Finance Committee to discuss financial projections through the end of 

the year.  The website notes the added fee charged for credit card donations, and many 

parishioners using credit cards to donate are including the fee.  There is no fee for 

donations made via ACH.  

Food Drive Saturday, April 25, 2020 at 9am-1pm for the Orangevale Food Bank: St. Vincent de Paul is 

closed temporarily, so Divine Savior is partnering with the Orangevale Food Bank to collect money and 

non-perishable foods for community needs.  Cash donations will also be accepted online on the Food 

Bank’s website.  

Risk Assessment Grant: The Divine Savior proposal was not selected. Divine Savior received 85 of 100 

points which wasn’t enough to be granted the money.  Divine Savior will need to fund risk assessment 

projects via other means. 

Pentecost Sunday/Cultural Celebration (May 31, 2020): Fr. Marcel recommends postponing this event 

until 2021 due to the COVID-19 recommendations of no large gatherings.   

Fundraisers: 

• Crab Feed Auction Items: The 2020 Crab Feed was cancelled.  Non-perishable items are being 

held until next year/further notice.  Katie has been working on returning parishioners’ funds that 

were donated, though many are requesting the parish keep the funds. 

• Treasure Fest:  Fr. Roman believes this too will not occur in 2020, and would like to talk to the 

Finance Committee about how to supplement these funds.   

General Business Items:  

Review and approval of past meeting minutes – February 27, 2020: Kellyann and Michele motioned to 

approve the minutes.  

Discernment Process to select new PPC members – Alternate schedules were created to account for 

timeline variables due to COVID-19.  Barbara requests that PPC members review the proposed alternate 

timelines and provide feedback.  Michele, Michelle and Barbara’s terms are due to end at the end of 

June, but Barbara requested they extend their terms to allow for the Discernment Process to take place 

later than it normally would.  The term of the PPC youth participant, Michael Welsh, ends this year as 

well.   

Strategic Planning: 

Update on the Social Justice Discovery Session conducted on March 8, 2020 – Steven discussed the 

meeting, approximately 30 people attended.  Some key points: guiding principles of Social Justice, 

including world events through the eyes of the gospel; helping the poor is not a detatched act; in the 

eyes of God those who have resources are not looked at more favorable than those who do not; safe 

places, pro-life and the ramifications of its true meaning.  The next steps are to share the meeting 

summary content with all who attended (via email), and schedule another session to follow up on what 



was discussed during the first session.  Overall, the session was positive and well received among those 

who attended.  

Feedback from the meetings with the ushers/greeters (welcoming/hospitality) – Andrea provided an 

updated report on the action items to be taken as per the ideas provided by the ushers and greeters.  

Denise (in an email prior to the PPC meeting) and Dan suggested a sub-committee be formed to take on 

the projects.  Dan, Michael and Barbara volunteered to be on the committee.  Denise will send 

additional comments/suggestions to Andrea.  Other PPC members were encouraged to also provide 

feedback. 

Update on the Sacramento County Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) Grant for the Community 

Meal/Giving Garden – Divine Savior received a $10,000 grant that needs to be matched by the parish.  It 

will be used to expand the capacity of storage for the Community meal (freezer and/or refrigeration 

storage) and the Giving Garden.  Rotary club donated time and money to build/redo six planter beds in 

the Giving Garden to increase planting capacity. The price of the materials was $2,500. These funds have 

been allocated toward the $10,000 grant, so the parish needs to only contribute an additional $7,500.  

Parishioner contributions, with receipts, for items purchased that are specifically used for the purpose 

stated (expanding planting or storage capacity) can also count toward the $10,000 match.   

The Big Day of Service was postponed until the Fall (date not set yet).                           

Michele Wong is working on the first draft of the Parish 5-year plan to submit to the Strategic Planning 

Committee.  

Other Upcoming Events/Announcements:  

• Food Drive for the Orangevale Food Drive – April 25, 2020 (9am-1pm) 

• Pentecost Sunday/Cultural Celebration – Delayed until 2021 

• 5th Sunday Hospitality – May 31, 2020 (may be delayed if in-person masses are still not 

permitted) 

• Cancelled: Big Day of Service May 16, 2020  (no new date has been set) 

Miscellaneous:  

Barbara inquired about small faith groups using free Zoom accounts to hold online meetings. Divine 

Savior has four paid accounts that can go longer than 40 minutes (the amount of time Zoom allows for 

free accounts).  If parish groups want to hold meetings for less than 40 minutes, they can contact Denise 

who can provide them access to one of the parish accounts.   

Closing Prayer:  

Kellyann led the closing prayer with Our Father. 

 

Meeting adjourned around 8:35pm. 

Our next meeting will be May 28, 2020 at 7pm. 

Joe will provide refreshments. 


